
City of Belton – Parks Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Harris Community Center, Simpson Room 
401 N. Alexander Street 

Belton, TX 
Monday, June 4, 2012 – 5:30 pm 

 
 
A meeting of the City of Belton Parks Board was held on Monday, June 4, 2012, in the Simpson Room at 
the Harris Community Center.  Attending the meeting were Parks Board members Jim Deeken, Joe 
Brooks, and Chair Diane Ring.  City Staff in attendance included:  City Manager Sam Listi, Public Works 
Director Les Hallbauer, Recreation & Events Director Sandy Slade, Parks Superintendent Dennis 
Browning, and Recreation Coordinator Johanna Long. 
 
 

1. Call to Order.  
Chair Ring called the meeting to order at 5:29 pm. 

 
2. Public Comments. 

There were no public comments. 
 

3. Consider the minutes from the joint City Council and Parks Board meeting on March 6, 
2012. 
Minutes were unanimously approved. 

 
4. Consider the minutes from the April 2, 2012, Parks Board meeting. 

Minutes were unanimously approved. 
 

5. Consider proposal from Michelle Rider representing the Belton Christian Youth Center on 
development of a youth flag football league and use of the Heritage Park soccer complex. 
Ms. Rider told the Board that the league would be conducted through the NFL Flag Football 
program at a fee of $65, which would cover costs of uniforms, equipment, officials and field prep.  
 
The following are key components expressed by Ms. Rider, regarding league operations: 

 Proposed age range from 5 to 12 (NFL indicates age range from 4 to 14) 

 Number of teams up to 20 for first season 

 10 to 12 players per team, proposing coed first season 

 Games per team for the season will range from 6 to 8 (NFL program indicates league will 
be conducted as a 6-week season) 

 Overlapping soccer season possibly one to two weeks 

 Scheduling not a problem with soccer, as the soccer is contracted with Raymond 
Ceniceros who is also conducting Lonestar Soccer league 

 
Chair Ring asked about practices.  Rider said that most make their own decisions on where to 
practice and they intend to try to keep practices off the league game fields.  Mrs. Slade said that 
in order to help with increased maintenance, practice should not be allowed on the fields any 
longer. 
 
Slade also told the Board that the NFL does charge a $20 per child fee to cover uniform and 
equipment costs, which Ms. Rider confirmed.  Mr. Deeken expressed concerns about having 
enough children to accommodate all of the sports currently operating and proposed. 
 
Further discussion continued on logistics of the league. Mr. Deeken made a motion to allow the 
creation of the youth flag football league at Heritage Park.  Mr. Brooks seconded the motion with 
the motion passing unanimously. 
 



6. Consider proposal from Gwenda Thompson and Brandon Bartek representing Belton 
Youth Softball Association on development of fall youth softball league and use of the 
Chisholm Trail Park softball complex. 
Mrs. Thompson informed the Board that the league is looking at teaching the children the game 
of softball in a more relaxed atmosphere than the consistently competitive spring leagues.   
 
Mrs. Thompson went on to point out key components of the proposal including the following: 

 A 10-game season, beginning approximately August 18 and finishing the first week of 
November 

 Play 4 nights per week 

 $55 per player fee with pre-formed teams.  Fee would cover umpires and trophies/medals 
for each player to be handed out at the end of the season. 

 Possible remaining funds could be contributed to the City for field improvements 

 Offering the only T-ball division in the area for fall ball 

 Teams will be responsible to provide own uniforms. 
 
Mrs. Slade notified the Board that the City Staff held a meeting with BISD regarding the 
termination of the Interlocal Agreement for Chisholm Trail Park softball complex area.  Slade said 
that a final decision had not been made; however, if terminated there would be an increased 
maintenance cost for both fall and spring league seasons.  
 
Further discussion continued regarding operations of the league.  Mr. Brooks made a motion to 
allow the creation of the Belton Youth Softball Fall Ball league.  Mr. Deeken seconded the motion 
which passed unanimously. 
 

7. Consider proposal from Belton Youth Baseball Association President Wade Miller on 
development of a fall youth baseball league and use of the Heritage Park baseball complex 
and Jaycee Field. 
Mr. Miller said that the reason for the proposal is based on the number of kids from Belton 
participating in the Temple league. 
 
The following are key components expressed by Mr. Miller, regarding league operations: 

 Coaches will determine number of players on the team. 

 Proposing average between $250 to $300 per team. 

 Would facilitate matching kids with coaches if they do not come with a team 

 League will not have an official sign-up.  Coach will be responsible for making sure ages 
of children are accurate. 

 Fall ball to begin weekend after Labor Day, playing only on Saturday and Sunday 
(Sunday if needed); will be no play on weekdays 

 Should not need lights, would be willing to play on Sunday verses using lights on 
Saturday 

 Optional pre-seasonal tournament will be considered 

 League schedules officials would be scheduled by the league; however, paid by the 
coaches at the beginning of the game. 

 Not anticipating sophomore level to make for the fall ball but would like to keep the option 
open for use of Jaycee Field; however, looking at using all fields at Heritage depending 
on demand. 

 

Chair Ring said that we will need to re-evaluate after the first fall season to see how the fields are 

affected and look at the increase to the utilities. 

 

Slade reiterated that the City is seriously looking into possibly charging a per player cost recovery 

fee.  Brooks said that it would be easier for the taxpayers to see a small step to begin to recover 

some costs from those that participate and live outside the City limits. 

 



Mr. Deeken made a motion to allow the creation of the Belton Youth Baseball Fall Ball League 

with use of Heritage Park baseball complex and Jaycee Field.  Mr. Brooks seconded the motion 

which passed unanimously. 

 

Mr. Deeken followed up asking the scheduling of all of the leagues to give a total accounting of 

the months of impact to the fields and to determine if anyone would lose players to other sports.  

The results are as follows: 

 

March to June – Baseball/Softball/Soccer 

August to November – Fall Softball/Soccer 

September to October – Fall Baseball 

October to November – Flag Football 

 

Mr. Miller said that they would not be taking registration and would not have information on where 

kids were coming from.  Slade informed Mr. Miller that per the agreement, the league is required 

to provide the same reporting information as spring season. 

 

Mr. Listi followed up with the Board to stress that the fall leagues are new to the city and that staff 

is evaluating the fee issue, but also the concern is the lack of recovery time for the fields.  Listi 

went on to say that participants in the leagues have developed a level of expectation of field 

quality and the ability for the City to deliver is called into question by the extended amount of play.  

Mr. Brooks concurred stating that particularly with soccer, it becomes a safety issue. 

 

8. Board and/or Staff comments. 

Mrs. Slade informed the Board of the Proclamation that the Mayor will at next Council meeting 

(June 26) for National Park and Recreation Month.  Slade also told the Board about the next 

Movie in the Park on Friday, July 27th showing “The Smurfs”. 

 

Ms. Long told the Board about the upcoming July 14th Park Celebration in Chisholm Trail Park, 

also supporting National Park and Recreation Month, including photography contest and 

scavenger hunt. 

 

Mr. Brooks took a moment to thank everyone and to let everyone know that this meeting would 

be his last.  He said that Chair Ring provides great leadership and he sees great things coming 

from the Board in the future. 

 

9. Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 6:32 pm. 


